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to me that Austria will choose the latter course. Austria-
Hungary will do this in the belief that she will have the
approval of Europe . . . and that she will thus raise her
prestige internally as well as externally." 12 All this ap-
pears to have made the Belgrade Cabinet nervous as to the
wisdom of their passive waiting policy and their neglect to
. search for and arrest accomplices in Serbia.
On July 18, when the British Charge d'Affaires at Bel-
grade alluded to the Times article that the wisest course for
Serbia would be to undertake herself an enquiry into the
conspiracy on Serbian soil, Dr. Grouitch of the Serbian
Foreign Office replied that, when the Sarajevo investigation
was completed, Serbia would be ready to comply with any
requests, compatible with international usage, for a fur-
ther investigation. But until then she could not act. He
then tried to deceive the British as to the Serbian Govern-
ment's knowledge of the assassins. "Of Princip the Serbian
Government knew nothing/' he said,18 a statement mani-
festly untrue in view of the admission of the Serbian Min-
ister of Education that he was personally acquainted with
Princip and had twice examined him,14 and also in view of
what has been said above in the chapters on the assassina-
tion plot and the responsibility for it. Grouitch added that,
"should it come to the worst and Austria declare war,
Serbia would not stand alone. Russia would not remain
12 Jovanovitch to Pashitch, July 15; S.B.B., 25; cf. also 15-17 and
22-24.
.13 Crackanthorpe to Grey, July 18; B.D., 80. A few days later the
Serbian Minister in London similarly tried to deceive the British as to
the other conspirator, Chabrinovitch, repeating the false statement current
in Belgrade newspapers, that "the Serbian authorities, considering him
[Chabrinovitch] suspect and dangerous, had desired to expel him, but^
on applying to the Austrian authorities, the latter had protected him and
said that he was a harmless and innocent individual" (B.D., 87). For
the details as to the extent to which this was false, see A. von Wegerer,
"Die angebliche Biirgschaft der k. u. k. Regierung fur Chabrinovitch/'
and "Wie Serbien England tauschte," in KSF, IV, 330-332 (May, 1926),
and V, 238-249 (March, 1927).
14 Ljuba Jovanovitch, Krv Slovenstva, p. 10.